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Unit Title: Playing Instruments (Simple Percussion) 

 

Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level 

Team): Jonathan Carsley, Matt Watras, Whitney Dorman 

 

Level(s): First Grade 

 

Time Span: 1 year 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts        Mathematics        Science & Tech Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

Summary of Unit: 

In this unit, students will continue to refine skills in playing several different types of 

non-pitched percussion instruments. Students will refine correct playing technique for 

simple non-pitched percussion such as wood block, claves, shakers, frog guiro, or 

tambourine. 

Students in First grade played many of these instruments in Kindergarten. Students are 

expected to have an ability to demonstrate a steady beat on simple non-pitched 

percussion. Students will continue to refine steady beat such as accompanying a song, 

maintaining a steady beat and not copying the rhythm of the words. 

 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators:  
A1. Music Difficulty 

 Students accurately perform a short musical selection, both instrumentally and 

vocally, while modeling proper posture and technique, alone and with others.  

 

1. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

a. perform on pitch, in rhythm, with appropriate dynamics and timbre, and 

maintain a steady tempo. 

d. echo short rhythms and melodic patterns. 

 

Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 

(As a result of this unit, students will know/ understand/ be able to ….) 

 

Knowledge 

1. Students will understand proper care of simple non-pitched percussion instruments. 

2. Students will understand basic percussion techniques 

3. Students will understand the concept of steady beat 
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Skills 

1. Students will acquire skills correct playing technique for simple non pitched 

percussion instruments such as tambourine, triangle, wood block, shakers, frame 

drum with mallet, claves and rhythm sticks. 

2. Students will be able to play a steady beat on non-pitched percussion instruments. 

3. Students will be able to maintain a steady beat to accompany a song or musical 

selection, either sung or played on recordings or other instruments.  

4. Students will be able to play loud and soft on non-pitched percussion instruments.  

5. If appropriate, students will be able to demonstrate simple rhythmic patterns on 

non-pitched percussion 

 

How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 

(Formal and informal assessments – please be specific) 

1. Students will demonstrate that they are able to play simple non-pitched percussion 

instruments with appropriate technique. 

2. Students will identify instruments visually (through photographs), and aurally 

(through recorded sound samples). 

3. Students will be able to maintain a steady beat while accompanying a song, either 

sung or instrumental.  

4. If appropriate, students will be able to echo or create simple rhythmic patterns.  

 

Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 

(Before beginning this unit, students should know/ understand/ be able to …) 

Knowledge 

Age appropriate vocabulary     

Age appropriate concepts such as colors, numbers, shapes and object names 

Skills 

Age appropriate conversational skills 

Age appropriate motor skills 

Interpersonal skills 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  This includes a concept/ theme/issue (the ‘big 

idea’) that can transfer to other topics, fields, and adult life.  Enduring Understandings are 

purposefully broad and are deliberately framed as a generalization.  For example, Change causes 

conflict or Accurate planning and measurement saves time, money and waste) 

 1. Instruments must be played with correct and appropriate technique.  

2. Each instrument produces a unique sound, or “timbre.”   

 3. Instruments must be treated with respect and handled with care. 

 4. Simple non pitched percussion instruments can be used to play a steady beat. 

 5. Steady beat can accompany songs or musical selections, either played or sung. 

  

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  

1. How are simple non-pitched percussion instruments (i.e. tambourine, triangle, wood 

blocks, shakers, frame drum, claves, rhythm sticks) played? 

 2. What kinds of sounds do the different instruments make?  

3. How should instruments be handled and treated? 
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4. What kind of rhythm patterns can be played on non-pitched percussion? 

 

Overarching Question(s): 

(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  An overarching question recurs naturally 

throughout one’s learning and in the progressive teaching of a subject, has no obvious “right” 

answer, is deliberately framed to provoke and sustain student interest, and raises important 

questions.  For example, What is the American Dream (is it fact or fiction)?, How has changing 

technology changed society?, Why do we need beliefs and values?, or What makes a “good 

decision” good? 

 Please see attached document. 

 

 

 

Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
(Activities, varied grouping structures, etc.) 

1. Students will perform a steady beat using a simple non-pitched percussion instrument.  

2. Students will perform individually and learn to establish a steady beat. 

3. Students will perform individually and learn proper instrument technique. 

4. Students will maintain steady beat to accompany a song to reinforce steady beat does 

not change to follow the rhythm of a melody. 

5. Students will perform together and learn to play as an ensemble 

 

How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
ITunes can be used to store and organize listening examples.   

Laptops can be used to play listening examples through a sound system. 

  

Instructional Resources: 

 Simple non-pitched percussion instruments for student use 

 Steady Beat Songs and Rhymes- John Feierabend 

 Sample recording such as There’s a hole in the bucket- John Feierabend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for 

evaluation of student achievement. 


